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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


Iniemational application No. 
PCT/US04/?37926 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion ; , . 


i With reeard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

n This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the foUowing ^guage , 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary' to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




| | a sequence listing 




| | table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




| | in written format 




| | in computer readable form 




c. time of fUmg/runushing 




f | contained in international application as filed. 




| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 


| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 


3 n In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
' filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is idenucal to that in 
the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 


4. Additional comments: 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 



International application No. 
PCT/US04/737926 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 tts.l(a)G) with regard to novelty, 
annlicabilitv : citations and explanations supporting such statement 


inventive step or industrial 


1. Statement 






Novelty (N) 


Claims 1-23 


YES 


Claims NONE 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims NONE 


YES 


Claims 1-23 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


riAims 1-23 


YES 


Claims NONE 


NO 









2 Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1-23 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Hoflman USPN 5,273 033^ HoB man te^cbesa 
2v^ for applying currents to joLts to treat Osteoarthritis. The device has electrodes and a voltage amplitude adjusunent such that 
Zi ThniLrf vriuTee and/or current density can be delivered and thus capable of performing the function. It ts obvious to select 
Xs tbTt SKe — . applicant is treating as well as constructing models to determine optima, parameter values. 

Claims 1-23 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus medical industrial applicability because the subject matter 
claimed can be made or used in industry. 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/1S.V220 

These No.es are intended » g.ve the bas.c j«"?*££^^ fi % 
No.cs are bas?d on the requirements of the Pa.en. ^ t ^^^^^J^^% pdimKM . the laner are 

In .he* No.es. -Art*.- "Rule" eed Secon" refer ,o ».= p.ov,,,™, of the PCT. .he PCT Re 8 el.«o»s »d .he PCT 
Administrative Instructions, respectively. 

rNSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The applicant has. after having received the international .search J^.o^^^^^Ji^ ^ 
international applicat.on. I. should however be emphas ;.«d ^ " B " f^PJ? examination procedure" there is usually 
description and drawings) may be amended dunng the "'^^^ T KpS wants the laner to be published 
no need to file amendments of the cla.ms under Art.cle ^^\^^ e ;^^ he P ^ ims be f 0 re international publication, 
for the numoses of Drov s ona protection or has another reason tor amcaing me "- ,<u,,,s " 
FunheTo7e ^ "should be emphasized that provisional protection ,s ava.able m some States only. 

What parts of she international application may be amended ? 

Under Article 19, only the claims may be amended 

Dunng the intemaucnal phase, the Cms may also be antenceo tor further am«jded, 34WJ- 
the International Prelim.nary Examining Authority, the oe>h.np on and drawings may on.y 
under Article 34 before the International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

Upon entry into the national phase, all parts of the intematior.al application may be amended under Article 28 
or, where applicable. Article 41. 

WiUin 2 months from the date of transmittal of *. 

date, whichever ume limit expires later. It should be ^noted after the expiration of the 

(Rule 46.1). 

Where not to file the amendments ? 

The amendments may only be filed with the International Bureau and no. with the receiving Office or the 
International Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for international preliminary examination has been/is filed, see below. 

How? Either by cancelling one or more entire claim, hy adding one or more new claims or by amending the text of 
one or more of the claims as filed 

A replacement sheet mus. be submitted for each sheet of .he claims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the sheet originally filed. 

be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instructions. Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be made in the language in which the international application is to be published. 

What documents must/may accompany the amendments ? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter, 
application is French, the letter must be in Frenclj. 



When ? 



Notes 10 Form PtT/lSAy220 (first sheet) (July 1998: reprint April 2002) 



